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the secret to contentment

philippians 4:10-20

' 1] what 00€s paul say 1S his SECRet to contentment?

* “1 have learned to Be content whatever the circumstances. 1
Know What It 1S tO B€ In ne€d, and 1 kKNoOw What It 1S to have
plenty. 1 have learned the seCRet Of BEING content In any and
€VERY situation, whether well f€0 or hungry, whether Living
In plenty or In want. 1 can 00 everything through

Who GIVES me strength?
~ philipplans 4:11-13

2] what was the GIving pattern of the church at philippn?

* ‘out of the most seveRre triAl, thelr ovERFLOWING Joy and their
EXTREME POVERTY WELLED up N RICh . for 1
testify that they gave as much as they were aBle, and even
BeyonO their asility. entirely on their own, they urgently
pLeaded with for the privilege of sharing in this

SERVICE TO the needy saints of Jjerusalem.”
~ 2 corINthians 8:2-4

3] what was paul's pattern for calling the church to Give
financially?

* everywhere paul planted churches he encouraged them to
GIVE — SOMEtIMES to SUPPORT his MISSIONARY ENOEAVORS, BUT
always to support the needs of the

= “pEtER, James, and John agreed that we should Go to the
gentiles, and they to the Jews. all they asked was that we
should continue to REMEMBER the , the very
thing 1 was €ager to 00?

~ galatians 2:9-10




three things to CONSIOER IN PREPERATION FOR
the “Be the church sunday:

1] BEGIN BRINGING the f000 and hyglene 1items LISTED IN yOUR
WORShIP [OLOER INSERT TO the ChURCh — BELWEEN NOW and OGt 3.

2] BEGIN PREPARING YOUR h€ARt OVER The next couple of weeks to
Really listen for God's voice dURING this upcoming teaching SERIES.

3] BEGIN praying aBout how God miGght have you participate in the
“Be the church” sunday.

practical next steps — fOrR connecting
the Word to our LIves:

1] take 20 minutes this week and make a ‘Gratitude list’ —
tentionally Reflecting on all of the ways (spiritually, emotionally,
and physically] that God has proviOed fORr you.

2] fast (GIve up] one thing this next week (OR OVeER the next few
WEEKS] — as A Way Of practicing s€lf-control and contentment.

3] memorize philipplans 4:13 — and then ReCItE It TO YOURSELS
WRhENEVER you fINd YOURSELS In cIrRcumstances you don't Like.

4] commit YOURSELF to BEGIN tIithing (10% Of YOUR INCOME] — as A
symBolic 0eclaration that Ggod 1s In charge of the other 90% of
YOUR INCOME, tOO.

5] 1f YOU'RE alre€ady tIthing (and you still have margin] — then
PRAyER[ULLy take YOUR GIVING % TO A new Level — trusting that Good
WILL supply all your needs as you Give to those things that are
close to his heart.

6] CrReAte A BUOGET FOR OISCRETIONARY/COMLORTE SPENOING IN OROER TO
comsat the Lie that your joy 1s dependent on what you can oBtamn
WIth YOUR money.

7) commit YOURSELf to BEING open to whatever God wants to Reveal
tO you OURING the upcoming S€rIES, INCLUOING WheERE he would
. have you take part in “B€ the church.”




